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[59]  Californiaôs Fastest Growing Area.  From 1950 to 1969, the city of San Jose expanded from 17 to 120 square miles and its population 
nearly quintupled. Aggressive economic expansion drew people to the area in record numbers, for work as well as pleasure. By the early 1960s, 
Santa Clara County was being marketed as ñCaliforniaôs Fastest Growing Areaò and San Jose was ñCaliforniaôs Greatest City.ò Popular attractions 
included the Winchester Mystery House, the Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, and Frontier Village.     
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[60]  Where to Stay in San Jose.  Evidence of this period of great transformation can be gathered in a myriad of ways, but San Joseôs  
sharp increase in roadside motels is one indicator. As the areaôs population grew, so did the number of motels. The majority of these businesses 
were located along the main thoroughfares into town, and it was not uncommon for there to be multiple motel options along one city block.    
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[61]  HI-WAY Motel and Pepper Tree Inn.  In the 1950s, there were numerous motels along San Joseôs stretch of the 101 highway. Highway 
101 was once the main route between the northern and southern parts of California. San Joseôs Hi-Way Motel started as an auto court, with 45 
heated cottages. Over the years, the motel added rooms, changed its name to the Pepper Tree Inn, and built ñthe largest motel pool in Santa Clara 
County.ò  
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[62]  Motel check-in.  In an effort to attract customers in a highly competitive market, independent ñmom and popò motels courted their 
patrons with eye-popping neon signage, convenient dining, air-conditioning, and swimming pools. Some motel owners even adopted exotic 
themes as a marketing differentiator. Others offered cocktail lounges, nightly dancing, putting greens, and shuffleboard courts.  
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[63]  Sands Motel.  The Sands Motel originated as the 101 Motel along a stretch of South 1st Street, Monterey Highway designated as a 
ñ101 Businessò route. At some point in the 1950s, the 101 Motel became the Sands, the name change perhaps inspired by the popularity of 
the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas. The hosts of the Sands Motel ï Mary Lou and Barney Wyman ï were committed to providing their guests with 
a memorable stay. In the 1960s, they even added a special ñTiki Lei Suite.ò  
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