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Politics in San Jose 
In this rousing election year, let us remember past candidates, local and national, 

who sought the favor of  San Jose voters as our fair city grew from                              
a quaint farm town into a vast modern metropolis. 
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[89]  Mayor Martin, Cigars, and Candy.  The mustachioed San Jose businessman Charles J. Martin was both the 20th and the 27th mayor 
of San Jose.  He served one term (1882-1884), and a few years later he came back for two more (1898-1902).  Campaigning for reelection in 1900, 
Mayor Martin gave out ñcigars for the menò and ñcandies for the ladies.ò  The San Francisco Call reported that ñthe campaign has been a feast for 
factory and shop girls.ò  Too bad women couldnôt vote in California for another 11 years!  
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[90]  McKinley Speaks.  If youôve seen the McKinley statue in St. James Park, you know what this photo is about!  In May, 1901, four months 
before his tragic assassination, President William McKinley visited San Jose and spoke to a large crowd on North 1st Street.  Mayor Martin 
played host.  President McKinley is at the podium opposite the St. James Hotel, where the San Jose Post Office now stands.  In 1903, a statue of 
the martyred president was erected on the spot where he stood.  
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[91]  T.R. in S.J.  McKinleyôs assassination elevated Vice President Theodore Roosevelt into the presidency in 1901.  T.R. (he disliked being 
called ñTeddyò) was the youngest president everða record he still holds.  (Look it up: John F. Kennedy was the youngest man ever elected 
president, but Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest man ever to serve as president.)  In May, 1903, President Roosevelt visited San Jose.  Here 
he was photographed with ex-Mayor Martin and Secretary of War Elihu Root behind him.  In front of him are J. O. Hayes, publisher of the San 
Jose Mercury, and Mayor George D. Worswick, who served from 1902 to 1906.  
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[92]  Campaign Cards.  Back in the days before electronic media, San Jose candidates courted voters by printing and circulating 
thousands of campaign cards.  Local print shops depended on income from mass printing orders during election season.  Later, such cheap 
methods of publicity gave way to expensive advertising on radio and television.    
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[93]  Hayes for Governor, 1918.  Ever been to the fabulous Hayes Mansion in the Edenvale district of San Jose?  Hereôs someone who 
actually lived there!  Wealthy widow Mary Chynoweth built the ornate 65-room, 41,000 square foot Mediterranean Revival villa, but she died 
just when it was completed in 1905.  Nonetheless, her sons J. O. ñBlackò Hayes and E. A. ñRedò Hayes moved in with their families and lived 
there for decades.  ñBlackò Hayes was a lawyer, rancher, grower, mining investor, and newspaper publisher.  He bought the San Jose Mercury in 
1901.  He ran unsuccessfully for governor several times, his last attempt in 1918.  His brother ñRedò represented San Jose in Congress from 
1905 to 1919.  
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[94]  Speakerôs Platform in Plaza Park.  We donôt know who was speaking in this photo from the 1930s, but San Jose political candidates often 
addressed crowds from temporary wooden platforms like this one erected in Plaza Park, now Plaza de C®sar Ch§vez.  A bit of the old San Jose 
City Hall can be glimpsed in the upper left corner of this photo.  Nowadays, this spot hosts San Joseôs Christmas in the Park every holiday season.  
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[95]  Ex-Mayor Renzel and His Airport.  Ernest H. ñErnieò Renzel was the 47th mayor of San Jose (1945-1946).  A reform candidate, he helped 
overthrow the notorious Bigley machine.  But Renzel is best known as "The Father of San Jose International Airport."  Running his family's whole-
sale grocery business in the late 1930s, Renzel found time to organize the cityôs purchase of 483 acres of former ranch land in north San Jose for a 
future airport.  He wanted to ñget San Jose out of the horse-and-buggy class.ò  San Jose Municipal Airport opened in 1949.  Later, Renzel served as 
airport commissioner from 1969 to 1977, and today a bust of him is on display in Terminal A.  Ernie lived to be 100 years old! 
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[96]  San Jose Power Duo.  Here are two men who drove San Joseôs rapid expansion in the 1950s and ó60s.  Russ Pettit (right) was the longtime 
manager of the San Jose Chamber of Commerce and the Santa Clara County Fair; A.P. ñDutchò Hamann (left) was city manager of San Jose from 
1950 to 1969.  These were years when San Jose exploded in size through annexations of surrounding communities, orchards, and fields.  Is 
Hamann handing Pettit a magnifying glass to scrutinize the fine print of that contract?  
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[97]  Mayor Bradley and the Star.  In politics, ñeverybody wants to get into the act,ò as Jimmy Durante used to say. Or is it that politicians seek 
out celebrities, in hopes that their fame will rub off?  Here we see San Joseôs Mayor Clark Bradley, who served from 1950 to 1952, with Canadian-
born actor Lorne Greene, better known as Ben Cartwright of the TV show Bonanza . The mayor is the one on the left!  
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[98]  Mayor Bradley Tells a Joke.  Perhaps on the same night he met Lorne Greene, Mayor Bradley addressed a banquet audience.  
Apparently he could tell a good joke!  Bradley went on to serve another 22 years representing San Jose in the state legislature. 
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[99]  Mayor James Makes a Phone Call.  Mayor Ron James, who served from 1967 to 1971, was the first popularly elected mayor of San 
Jose since 1916.  This phone call must have been important, because Mayor James had lots of reporters and photographers on hand for it!  James 
was also a longtime president of the San Jose Chamber of Commerce.   
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